
86 GUIDANCE AND TOOLKIT FOR IMPACT ASSESSMENT

ELEMENT OF  
PROPOSED 
ACTION

ATTRIBUTE DESCRIPTION OF 
POTENTIAL IMPACT

FREQUENCY 
OF ACTION

DURATION 
OF ACTION

REVERSIBILITY 
OF ACTION

REVERSI-
BILITY OF 
CHANGE  
TO THE 
ATTRIBUTE

LONGEVITY 
OF CHANGE 
TO THE 
ATTRIBUTE

DEGREE OF 
CHANGE  
TO THE 
ATTRIBUTE

QUALITY OF 
CHANGE  
TO THE 
ATTRIBUTE

EVALUATION 
OF IMPACT

Once/ 
intermittent/ 
continuous

Short-term/ 
long-term

Reversible/ 
irreversible

Reversible/ 
irreversible

Temporary / 
permanent 
change

None/ 
negligible/ 
some/large 
change

Positive/ 
negative 
change

Neutral/minor/
moderate/major 
impact (negative 
and positive) 

Major negative 
impact

Moderate 
negative impact 

Minor negative 
impact

Neutral 

Minor positive 
impact

Moderate 
positive impact

Major positive 
impact

TOOL 3  EVALUATING POTENTIAL IMPACTS 
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